
The Ninth Annual Friends of the Inter-

tribal Gathering is fast approaching, and 

Panhandle RC&D would like to take this 

opportunity to remind you that itõs not 

too late to be a part of this fantastic 

event. 

There is still space to sign up as a ven-

dor, whether you wish to sell food and 

drinks or arts and crafts items.  This 

event draws over 3,000 people, and it is 
a great way to let people know about the 

products you offer.  You can find more 

information and download Vendor Regis-

tration Forms on the RC&D website. 

Also, donõt miss out on the opportunity 

to have your business featured in the 

professionally-printed beautiful color 

programs that are distributed among 

participants over the weekend.  All of 

the proceeds of your ad purchase go 

toward helping to provide this great 

cultural event that celebrates and show-
cases beautiful traditional American In-

dian dancing, drumming, singing and spiri-

tual practices.  There are 

many sizes and options 

available, so book your 

space now! 

This annual 

event is one 

that is de-

pendent 

upon the 

generosity of 

the citizens in our local communities.  

Without the support of local indi-

viduals, businesses, and organizations, 

this event simply would not exist.  
Please consider pledging your time or 

making a donation to ensure that this 

great event continues!  For more 

information, please visit: 

www.fig.panhandlercd.com. 

online or downloadable forms 

including the RC&D Project 

Proposal Form, Volunteer 

Form, the Community Engage-

ment Survey, and much more.   

The new website also provides 

easy ways to donate to RC&D 

or a specific project it sup-

ports.  Through the website, 

you can donate securely online 
with your credit card, or 

Another exciting addition to 

the services provided at Pan-

handle RC&D includes a newly 

redesigned, user-friendly web-

site.   

On the website, you can find an 

abundance of information, in-

cluding what the RC&D is all 

about, current projects, includ-

ing news and events, and help-
ful links.  You can also access 

download our donation form 

to send in with your gift. 

Please take a few minutes to 

check out this great resource, 

and let us know if you have any 

additions or corrections.  You 

can access all the website has 

to offer by visiting 

www.panhandlercd.com. 

Coming Soon: The Ninth Annual Intertribal Gathering  

Website Redesign 
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Three representatives from 

Panhandle RC&D made the 

journey to Las Cruces, NM for 

the 2008 Western RC&D Asso-

ciation Conference January 13-

16, 2008.   

Vice President Ron Klemke, 

Secretary/Treasurer Verlin 

Bruns, and Program Coordina-

tor Ron Moore all had a great 
time learning about what other 

RC&Dõs all across the Western 

half of the country are doing.   

Members of the Western RC&D 

Association include: Arizona, 

Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Ne-

braska, New Mexico, North 

Dakota, South Dakota, and 

Utah. 

Nebraska nearly swept the 

Western Association annual 

awards, winning five out of 

the six categories.   Winners 

included:  

Outstanding Sponsor : the 

Chadron Native American 
Center for their collabora-

tion with the Panhandle 

RC&D 

Outstanding Council : 

Northeast Nebraska RC&D 

Outstanding Youth In-

volvement : the Ord FFA 

for their assistance in the 

Loup Basin tire recycling 

project 

Outstanding Coordina-

tor : Jan Jorgensen from 

Northeast Nebraska RC&D 

Outstanding Council 

Member : Donna 
Christiansen from Northeast 

Nebraska RC&D. 

Congratulations to all of the 

winners! 

Western RC&D Association 2008 Conference 

Spotlight on...  

been assisted through this 

unique combination of ther-

apy and riding.   

With the support of United 

Way, and numerous local 

individuals, businesses, and 

civic organizations, Buck-

board continues to be the 

leader in its field in the Panhandle. 

Kathy Gatch, the founder, instructor, and 
visionary behind Buckboard devotes 

countless hours and her own resources to 

keep the riders in this amazing therapy.  

Buckboard has many needs that can only 

be filled by dedicated local citizens who 

want to make a difference in the life of a 

rider. 

There are many volunteer opportunities 

available for individuals who wish to pro-

vide direct therapeutic services, assist in 

the care of the horses and grounds, or 

provide organizational support to ongoing 

projects such as fundraising and recruit-

ment.  Financial donations are truly what 

keep Buckboardõs doors open, and there 

are many different levels of giving, includ-

ing rider and horse sponsorship. 

Buckboard is also currently in the begin-

ning stages of an exciting new project that 

will not only expand and improve services 

to the current riders, but will enable the 

organization to expand its services to 

assist even more individuals.  Cur-

rently, Buckboard has a great need for 

an indoor arena, which will enable rid-

ers to continue their therapy year-

round.  Your support is crucial in mak-

ing this dream come true for all of the 

individuals and families who Buckboard 

assists every year.  Help be a part of 

the ò100 Bucks for Buckboardó cam-
paign.  Think what could be accom-

plished if even a fraction of the citizens 

in the Panhandle pledged simply $100 

to bring these goals to fruition! 

To learn more about Buckboard, the 

ò100 Bucks for Buckboardó campaign, 

or to contribute to the cause, please 

call Kathy Gatch at 308-783-2319 or 

visit 

www.buckboard.panhandlercd.com. 

Now in its tenth year of operation, the 

nonprofit organization, Buckboard 

Therapeutic Riding Academy, is simply 
in the businesses of provide a personal-

ized therapy options to individuals with 

disabilities throughout the Nebraska 

Panhandle.  Through combining the 

therapeutic and fun elements of horse-

back riding, Buckboard is able to pro-

vide a unique and proven therapy to 

individuals from all ages.  Therapeutic 

riding has been shown as an effective 

therapy for people with mental and/or 

physical disabilities, and it is a great way  

not only to connect riders to their 

peers, but also with the animals and the 

great Nebraska landscape. 

Buckboard was organized in 1998 with 

the goal of providing all special needs 

individuals, young and old, with the 

opportunity to experience the healing 

power of therapeutic riding.  So far, 

hundreds of individuals and families 

from the Nebraska Panhandle have 
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Find out how you can 

support Panhandle 

RC&D and all of its 

great projects just by 

surfing the Internet!  

Donõt forget to check 

out how shopping 

online will also sup-

port your favorite 

cause!  Visit 

www.goodsearch.com 

for more information. 

www.panhandlercd.com  

From left to right: Verlin Bruns 

(accepting on behalf of the 

Chadron Native American Cen-

ter), Dennis Wacker and Bud 

Knuth (Northeast RC&D), Dan 

Hruza (accepting on behalf of the 

Ord FFA), Jan Jorgensen, and 

Donna Christiansen. 

Buckboard Therapeutic Riding Academy 

 
Many people and organizations are responsible 

for bringing the Intertribal Gathering to the 

Nebraska Panhandle every year.  View a com-

plete list of supporters visit 

www.panhandlercd.com/fig-thank-you.html 

Panhandle RC&D is currently accepting Project Proposals to meet the needs your organization or 

community may have.  If you have a project idea that fits within our five areas of focus: economic 

development, recreation and tourism, natural resources improvement, community improvement 

or education, please contact us to find out how we can help! 



1517 Broadway 
Suite 101 

Scottsbluff, NE 69361 

Phone: 308-632-1311 
Fax: 308-632-7671 

 panhandle.rcd@allophone.com 

PANHANDLE RC&D  

Gary Fisher, President 

Ron Klemke, Vice President 

Verlin Bruns, Secretary/Treasurer  

panhandle.rcd@allophone.com 

 

Ron Moore, Program Coordinator  

ron.moore@ne.usda.gov 

Jennifer Rogers, Program Assistant 

jennifer.rogers@ne.usda.gov 

Panhandle RC&D Officers:  

Empowering Citizens to Build Strong Communities 

Weõre on the web! 

www.panhandlercd.com 

Contact:  

1517 Broadway, Suite 101 

Scottsbluff, NE 69361 

Phone: 308-632-1311 

Fax: 308-632-7671 

www.panhandlercd.com  

The Panhandle 

RC&D, Inc.'s 

"Values" are to 

create solutions 

for communities 

and their natural 

resources. 

to individuals with disabilities 

can expand and continue. 

Please visit 

www.panhandlercd.com to learn 

more about these or any of the 

other projects RC&D currently 

has underway and how you can 

help!   

With the start of the new year, 

some exciting projects are start-

ing to take shape at Panhandle 

RC&D and the organizations it 

supports.  Please look through 

the remainder of these articles 

to learn more about specific 

projects, but here is a short 

sample of whatõs happening:  

Village of Henry/Henry Bet-
terment Group Community 

Improvements : Panhandle 

RC&D assisted the Village of 

Henry in the procurement of a 

grant from Home Depot to 

purchase new playground equip-

ment.  RC&D is also assisting 

the community in their efforts 

to do a community-wide 

cleanup day in April. 

Knight Museum of High 

Plains Heritage in Alliance : 

Panhandle RC&D is assisting the 

Knight Museum in their re-

quests for funding to obtain new 

displays for this newly reno-

vated museum. 

Community Engagement 

Survey and Outreach : 

Through a grant from the Na-

tional Association of RC&D 

Councils and the Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service 

(see below), this new project of 

Panhandle RC&D is currently 

underway.  The goal of the pro-

gram is to engage and involve a 

more diverse representation of 
the Panhandle population in 

community collaboration and 

RC&D-assisted projects. 

Ninth Annual Friends of the 

Intertribal Gathering : Prepa-

ration and planning for the 

Ninth Annual Powwow, to be 

held June 13-15, 2008, is cur-

rently underway. 

Buckboard Therapeutic 

Riding Academy Indoor 

Arena Fund Drive and 2008 

Riding Season: This nonprofit 

organization is receiving assis-

tance from RC&D in their capi-

tal campaign to obtain an indoor 

riding arena, in order for this 

much-needed therapy provided 

Exciting Things Happening at Panhandle RC&D  

NARC&D Grant Awarded to Panhandle RC&D  

Panhandle RC&D is please to an-

nounce the award of a grant pro-

vided through the National Associa-

tion of Resource Conservation & 

Development Councils, in conjunc-

tion with the Natural Resource 

Conservation Service for its new 

project òCommunity Engagement 

Survey and Outreach.ó 

The goal of this program is to en-
sure public and private participation, 

cooperation, and engagement in 

meeting the immediate and future 

needs for all of the people of the 

Panhandle of Nebraska. 

To learn more about the 

òCommunity Engagement Survey 

and Outreachó project, please visit 

www.communityengagement.panha

ndlercd.com or contact our office 

at (308) 632-1311. 
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Our Mission  

Regional betterment for the 

eleven Panhandle counties 

in Nebraska through mutual 

cooperation and participa-

tion of private and public 

interests. 

Our Vision  

A well-adjusted, developed 

community incorporating 

agriculture, industry, tour-

ism, recreation and com-

mercial enterprises to pro-

mote an economy which 

has the potential to en-

hance the quality of life for 

all families and individuals. 
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As one of the twelve desig-

nated RC&D areas in Ne-

braska, Panhandle RC&D 

covers the eleven counties of 

the Nebraska Panhandle. 
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feel it is a privilege to be part of the 
Panhandle RC&D, an organization 
that works for and helps all citizens 

of the Panhandle counties.  As a 
501©(3) organization, the RC&D 

helps not-for-profit economic 
development, recreation, tourism, 
natural resources, and education 

projects with organization, finding 
funding, writing grants, and 
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